
In the previous version of this magazine, there was an urgent call for new board members willing to serve in
the board of the neighbourhood association at this place. So much has changed, because today I have the
honour to address you on behalf of the newly installed board of eight (!) members. Clearly, the calls and the
recruitment efforts at the New Year's Reception at 'Sociëteit De Burcht' worked out.
The board has used the first months of 2024 to contemplate how we can best serve all residents in our
beautiful neighbourhood and improve social cohesion and liveability. There are a lot of topics to consider:
parking, what will happen to the building of the 'Kaasmarktschool', the municipality-proposed plans to improve
the canal quays and plant more trees, and the number of events organised in our neighbourhood. How can we
facilitate meaningful participation for residents in the plans of the municipality? How should we divide tasks in
order to address and convey all new developments? And perhaps most importantly, how do we ensure social
cohesion, connection between residents and 'gezelligheid'?
And when, considering all these things, we couldn't decide who should be chair of the board, we made up our
minds and decided a modern board can do without a chair. It's most important that residents who have a
certain expertise are enabled to contribute their bit. That's why we'll bring together a group of residents to
work on the topic 'Car & City' ("Auto & Stad"). I highly recommend signing up to do your part. You can read
more about our approach in the PanGeCras (in Dutch), or reach out to the board.
We can that this neighbourhood is packed with energy. People take care of each other. Many neighbours living
along the same canal (gracht) or in the same streets know each other closely; especially compared to other
parts of Leiden and the Netherlands. The board will be committed to organise more moments we can see each
other, more fun stuff! In April, we organised the 'Month of Pancras-West' at Incluzio's 'Huis van de Buurt' at the
Nieuwstraat, where there were lectures on plants, history and even wine.
There is more where that's coming from. First of all the infamous jeu-de-boules (petanque) tournament. You
can block August 24 in your calendars. It will be a spectacular afternoon, for which funding was already
approved for by the Drucker Fund. I wholeheartedly hope to see many of there.

Please feel welcome at the events. Enjoy our very own neighbouhood glossy. And please feel free to reach out
at any time. We're happy to bring together all residents in Pancras-West.
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